Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2024/25 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorilies where the higher of gross income of gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025, and that
wish to ceriify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the
Local Audit {Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement {o have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the externa! auditor, provided that the authority has cerlified itself as exemptata
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Ceriificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2025 al auditor.

cerfifies that during the financial year 2024/25, the higher of the authority’s total gross:
year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2024/25: 0

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2024/25:

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accouniability Retum
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
» The authority was in existence on 1st April 2021
= In relation to the preceding financial year {2023/24), the external auditor has not:
» issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
- made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
« issued an advisory nofice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the L.ocal Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
- commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31{1) of the Act
- made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
» The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after 2 person made an appeal under section 28{3) of the Act.
if the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemplion can be signed and a copy submitted 1o the external auditor
either by email or by post {not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accouniing Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 {2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the peried for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this cerificate, published on the autherily website/webpage™® before 1 July 2025.
Signing this certificate confirms the authorily will comply with the publication reguirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date i confinm that this Cerfificate of
¢ Rl _ 54 1 Exemption was approved by
this authority on this date:

i as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chair

Generic email address 6 orify Telephone number

clerksedgebrook@gme

*Published web address

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post {not
both) as soon as possible after cerfification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2024/25 has been catried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate fo meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

€. This authority assessed the significant risks fo achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and prompfly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.
l._Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
{receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate deblors and creditors were
properly recorded.

K. If ihe authority certified itself as exempt from 2 limited assurance review in 2023/24, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (if the authority had a fimited assurance
review of its 2023/24 AGAR fick “not covered”)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legisiation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations {during the 2024-25 AGAR period,
were public rights int relation fo the 2023-24 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website andior
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2023/24 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

Q. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The councit met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (fist any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).
Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Signature of person who
carried out the internal audi

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 2 Page 4 of 6
Local Councils, internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities



Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. ¥e confirm, to the best of cur knowledge and belief, with
respect io the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

prepared ifs accounting statements in accomiance

4. We hawe put in place amangements for effective financial
4 with #he Accoynts and Audit Regulations.

management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

2. We maintasined an adeguate system of intemal conirol
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and comuption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arangements and accepted responsibilify
| for safeguarding the public moeney and resources in
its charge.

thas only dome what jt has the legal pewer to do and has

3. We tock all reasonable steps to assure purselves
3 complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with taws, regulafions and Proper
Practioes that could have a significant financial effect
o the ability of this authority 1o conduct its
business or manage is finances. g |
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for ¥ during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of electors’ rights in accomdance with the i inspect and ask guestions about this authorily's accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5, We camied out an assessment of the fisks facing this
authority and todk appropriate steps to manage those
sigks, including the introduction of internal controls amd/or
external insurance cover where reguired.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
«effeciive system of intemal audit of the accounting
recpnds and control systems.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and deait with them properfy.

armanged for a competent person, independent of the financial
contrals and procedures, fo give an objeciive view on whefher
intermal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority. ;
responded to matters browght to its attention by internal and
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about ffs business aclivity
during the year including events faking place after the year
end if relevant.

7. We took appropriate action on 2l matters raised
in reports from internal and extemal audit. 5

B. We considered whether any lifigation, fiabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, ecouring ither
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

8, {For local oouncils only} Trust Tunds including i thas met all of its responsibilities where as a body
charitable. In our caparity as the sole managing . corporale it s a sole managing trustee of a fpcal trust
trustee we discharged our accountability 1 o tngsts.

responsibilities for the fund{s)iassets, including
financial reporing and, if required, independent ¥
examination or audit. E

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation rmust be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

and recorded as minute reference:

nalt of the Anmi

2 il

The authority websitelwebpage is up te date and the information required by the
been published.

o

Transparency Gode has
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1. Balances brought
forward

Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

=} Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
a5 recorded in the financial records. Valwe must agres fo
4 Box 7 of previous year.

2. {+} Precept or Rates and
Levies

| Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and levies)
| received or receivable in the year. Exclude any granis
received.

3. () Total other receipls

| Total income or receipis as recorded in the cashbook less
9y the precept or ratesfsvies received fline 2). include any
granis received.

; 4, {-) Staff costs

Total expenditure or payments made 1o and on behalf
.| of all smployees. Include gross salaries and wages,

-| employers N coniributions, employers persion
contribulions, gratuilies and severanoe payments.

5. {-) Loan interesticapital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authorily’s borrowings {if any).

8. {-) All other payments

Jotal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
6i book less stalf cosis {iine 4) and Joan interestcapital
A repayments {line 5).

7. {=) Balances carried
forward

- Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
58ﬁ equal {1+2+3) - {4+5+6).

| 8. Total value of cash and
shorf term investments

<} The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
! holdings and short ferm investmenis held as at 31 March—
| To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assefs plus
iong term investments
and assels

. i The value of ail the property the authority owns — it is made
3t up of all ifs fixed assets and long term invesiments as at
A 37 March.

10. Total borrowings

The outslanding capilal balance as at 31 March of all joans
from third parties {including PWLB).

| Eor Local Councils Only )
Ha. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{including charitable)

11%. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporafe, acls as sole trusfee and
 is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

Hie figures in the accounting statements above
extlude any Trust iransactions.

1 cestify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities — a Praclifioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and
present faidy the financial posilion of this authority.

Bigned by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date '

1 confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on ;his date: 7

as recordeq‘in- il

Bigned by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved
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Bank reconciliation
Name of smaller authority: Sedgebrook Parish Council
County area (local councils and parish meetings only): Lincolnshire
Financial year ending 31 March 2025
Prepared by (Name and Role): Jane Bratton, Parish Cleric and Responsible Finance Officer
Date: 31/03/2025
Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/25:
Current Account with HSBC 733.33
Deposit Account with HSBC 2572470
26,458.03
Petty cash float (if applicable) -

Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/25
Not Appiicable

0.00
Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/25

Not applicable -

Net balances as at 31/3/25 (Box 8) 26,458.03

The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (Receipts and Payments Account) as follows:-

CASH BOOK:
£
Opening Balance as at 1 April 2024 22,331.80
Plus total of receipis 21,382.88
43,714.68
Less total expenditure 17,256.65
Closing balance to cff as at 31 Mar 2025 . 26,458.03

1. {». IS

Gillian Mahoney (w Date



mx_u_w:mao:o:m:m_._nmwl_u_.o‘o::m
Nartio of straller mutherity: : BE

Gotnty area {loczl councls shd b
ingert figures from Seation 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes

Naxt, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the
green boxes where relevant:

« variances of more thar 15% between totals for individual boxes {excapt variances of less than £200);

* Mew from 2020121 onwards: vanances of £100,000 or mere require explanalion regardless of the % variation year on
yaan

2023724 2024/25 Variance Varance
£ £ £ %

1 Balances Brought Forwarg
2 Precept or Rates and Levies 365  2.B7%
3 Total Other Receipts

4260 76.35%
4 Stafi Cosis 258 4.06%
5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment 0 0.00%
6 All Other Payments

4,748 56.36%
7 Balances Carried Forward
& Total Cash and Short Tern investments
9 Total Fixed Assets plus QOther Long Term Investments an 0 0.00%
10 Tetal Borowings o] 0.00%

Rounding errors of up ta £2 are tolerable

Varlances of £280 or gss are tolerable

Explanation
Required?

NO

YES
NG

NG

YES

NO

NO

A grant of £4350.34 was received from South Kesteven District Council Prosperity Fund YE 31
March 2024. No grants recsived for YE 31 March 2024. The bank intersst rate had increased
and we received £90.70 additional bank interest for YE 31 March 2024. £4350.34 - £90.70=
variance of 4250.84

_1
1

The main difference was the spending of the Prosperity Grant which was spent on 3 benches and
1 picnic table (£1536.44), Football Posts end Nets {(£2489) and a Weoden rack for phone kiosk
(£69.57). Also purchasad & Sacurity Post (£30), designwork and illustration work for leclem for
Village Green (£956) = £5091.01. We had a toial of £5283.38 more expenses YE 31 March 2024
the football posts and security post installation had to be paid for. The increase in expenditure for
YE 31 March 2025 was £575.45 (5283.38 - 584.45 = 4699.46 due in the main {o increased costs).
We also had the trees in the Recreation Field inspected ard timmed etc. We dld online banking
so the banking fees were reduced by £21.60. Two membership feas for the SLCC wete pald in YE
31 March 2025. Two services for the memorial church clock were paid for in YE 31 March 2024
£280 - only one in YE 31 March 2025 (£140).

]
1




